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We live in uncertain 

times, but as Christians 

we can be certain of the 

love and compassion Je-

sus Christ has for each of 

us who place our faith in 

Him and His redeeming 

power.  

 We may be going 

along well in our lives 

when suddenly the econ-

omy sinks in a negative 

direction and jobs are lost, 

savings are wiped out, 

food becomes expensive, 

energy costs skyrocket, 

healthcare becomes pro-

hibitive, or retirement 

funds are lost because of 

bad investments. 

 Our lives may be 

turned upside down by 

waves of unexpected ill-

nesses as we find out 

from our healthcare pro-

vider that we have devel-

oped high blood pressure, 

diabetes, high cholesterol, 

depression, cancer or a 

variety of other chronic 

illnesses that lead to a 

change in the normal 

carefree life that we may 

have been living. 

 Still others may 

feel the wrath of a storm 

in their lives as they 

struggle through the loss 

of a pregnancy, family 

member, loved one, friend 

or the bitterness of a di-

vorce, infidelity, rebel-

lious child, or loss of a 

friendship. 

 Some people go 

through these experiences 

in their lives and weather 

them well as their faith in 

God is solid and they trust 

that He will shelter them 

from the damaging winds 

of hopelessness and de-

spair that many experi-

ence during these times. 

 We are currently 

in the hurricane season, 

and recently there were 

four potential hurricanes 

(Gustav, Hanna, Ike and 

Josephine) that were pre-

sent in the Atlantic Ocean 

and Gulf of Mexico.  All 

were lined up,  ready to 

cause destruction if any-

thing got in their path-

ways. Problems in our 

lives are like these storms. 

They seem to be swirling 

around, and it is just a 

matter of time as to 

whether they hit us di-

rectly as a Category 5, 

destroying everything or 

swerving away and leav-

ing us unscathed. 

 Too often, we let 

the storms in our lives 

become so overwhelming 

that we think that God 

does not even care for us 

anymore. But the fact is 

that He is always with us 

and will help us handle 

any situations we may 

face. In fact, Luke tells us 

a story about how the dis-

ciples panicked during a 

storm in their lives. One 

day Jesus said to his dis-

ciples, “Let’s cross over 

to the other side of the 

lake.” So they got into a 

boat and started out. On 

the way across, Jesus lay 

down for a nap, and while 

he was sleeping the wind 

began to rise. A fierce 

storm developed that 

threatened to sink the 

boat, and they were in 

real danger. The disciples 

woke him up, shouting. 

“Master, master, we’re 

going down!” So Jesus 

rebuked the wind and the 

ragging waves. The storm 

stopped and all was calm! 

Then he asked them, 

“Where is your faith?”  

 I have gone 

through many storms in 

my life and can truthfully 

tell you that they were not 

pleasant. Currently I am 

going through other 

storms, and I am sure I 

will go through many 

more during my lifetime. 

But, by placing my anchor 

of faith in Christ and hav-

ing him as the Captain of 

my ship, I will always 

come through feeling the 

calmness and peace one 

experiences after the 

winds and rains have sub-

sided. He is also a master 

carpenter who can rebuild 

what might have been de-

stroyed. He has a way of 

always making things bet-

ter than they were, as long 

as I leave it in his hands.  

 I pray that you 

will also give yourself 

over to Christ and let him 

be the one to calm the 

storms in your life, 

whether they are a tropical 

depression or a catastro-

phic category five hurri-

cane. God is always there 

for you and He will never 

leave you. He loves you 

and wants to be the GOD 

of your life. 

Dr. Harold 
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Rebuking the Storm 



G.E.M.S  
(GOD EMBRACING MOMS WHO ARE SINGLE) 

 

SINGLE MOMS OF ALL AGES LIVING IN THE BLOOMINGTON/NORMAL 
AREA MEETING TOGETHER EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY FOR 
PRAYER, BIBLE STUDY, AND FELLOWSHIP. WE PROVIDE FREE CHILD-
CARE AND LOW COST MEALS FOR EACH GATHERING . 

OUR MISSION 

TO LOVINGLY PROVIDE A SMALL GROUP MINISTRY FOR SINGLE MOTHERS OF 

ALL AGES BOTH INSIDE AND OUTSIDE OF EASTVIEW CHRISTIAN CHURCH TO 

HELP THEM BECOME INTENSELY DEDICATED TO JESUS CHRIST. 

Please join us for our Kick-Off on September 10 at  

6 p.m. at Eastview Christian Church (1500 N. Airport, 
Normal) 

Contact:  Nicki Green 

ngreen@eastviewcc.org 

309-451-5033 

Clockwise:  Cannon with his Daddy; 

Bobby eating fruit snacks; Meme 

holding Carson; Ruthie in the front 

yard; Axel lounging; Rae posing; and 

Ernie on the playground. 
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